
at Lockport High School

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

VALENTINE'S SING-O-GRAMS

High-speed internet. 
This allows me to access so many important things. Stuff for school,

and my everyday life, from google docs to HBOmax. 
- Hannah Bakos - 11th grade

 
iPhone.

It helps me text, call, and auto-correct my spelling. It also helps to
speak to people in a faster timeframe than writing letters or waiting till

you see people. 
- Kaitlin Brown -10th grade

 
Alexa

It allows me to ask simple questions and get answers almost
immediately. It's very beneficial because I can always ask the time or

questions about the weather to decide how I would like to plan out my
day. 

- Maddie Rosenberg-10th grade
 

Roomba.
It allows me to get my simple housework done without actually having

to do it. This saves me time to do more important things. 
- Bailee Mitchell-10th grade

 
Modern mobile ordering apps.

They let me quickly put in food orders, making it even easier to get
food if my friends are getting something.

 - Marcus Hammond - 11th grade
 

3D printing.
It helps people develop items and products that can be used for

building or replicas of organs that can help save lives in the medical
sector. 

- Keenan Linnan - 9th grade
 

Macbook. 
It's much simpler and faster than many other laptops and they can do

so much even though they are small. 
- Nicholas Radwanski - 11th grade

 
Airfryer.

It’s a faster and healthier way to cook fried food. It allows me to make a
quick snack after a long day at school, and I don’t have to worry about

burning myself with the oven. 
- Kasey Currie - 11th grade

 
My AirPod. 

They provide me with amazing music and even better sound quality. I
can watch youtube in peace, while not listening to my family. When

I'm playing lacrosse they help me focus on the drill I am doing.  
- Savino Bax - 11th grade

 
Blankets.

 They’re very satisfactory when it’s cold. My mother only keeps the heat
in my house at 58 degrees so they come in handy!

Savannah Minnick - 10th grade
 

Ratchet wrench. 
Makes it easier and more
efficient to build things. 

- Lillian Bushley - 10th grade
 

The light bulb. 
It helps light up dark spaces

and allows me to see 
well into the night.

- Benjamin Potocki - 9th
grade

 
A cell phone.

 Because it can be used to fill
out charts and forms it can

also be used to do classwork
and I can communicate with

others
- Jacob Schmidt - 9th grade

 
Bikes.

It's how I get everywhere
quickly and easily and is a

great exercise as well as makes
me happy

- Ben Olson - 11th grade
 

Bottle Filling Station with
Drinking Fountain.

Because I like to drink water
and having a water fountain
that can fill water bottles is

amazing.
 - Trever LeFevre - 12th grade

 
The calculator. 

I'm Horrible at math 
- Ava Bucci - 10th grade

 
Left handed screw driver.
- Jason Czechowicz, 12th

grade
 

The iPhone.
It made life more convenient.

It gave access to a huge library
of many people's knowledge
combined, with easy access
too. It functions as a clock, a

mirror, a phone, a camera and
a TV. Overall the modern

phone is an incredibly useful
invention and brought 

convenience
 to many people. 

- Viviane Bush - 9th grade
 
 

Mr. Corry noticed,
"kids appear to be
drawn to the way the
info is presented and
the color that pops as
you walk past the
other projects in our
hallway." 

National Freedom Day, always observed on
February 1st, celebrates freedom from slavery. It
also recognizes that America is a symbol of
liberty. The day honors Abraham Lincoln's
signing of a joint House and Senate resolution
that later became the 13th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution. President Lincoln signed the
Amendment outlawing slavery on February 1,
1865. Students at Charles Upson discussed
Freedom quilts and the significance this
artwork played in the underground railroad. The
patterns within the quilts held secret codes that
would point to the safest route to take to
freedom. Runaway slaves were taught the
symbolism behind each pattern. It was a great
way to safely tell the runaway slaves how to
safely travel to freedom using these secret
messages. The students chose a code to
replicate onto a fabric square focusing on
geometric shapes, straight lines, and nice
quality. The fabric squares were then sewn
together to make one collaborative quilt. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE UPCOMING MUSICALS IN MARCH!

The Cyber Lions Club allows students at LHS the opportunity to take their
knowledge of different STEM-related materials to the next level.  One of the
many opportunities just happens to be a chance to show off their design skills.

Two different opportunities were presented to Cyber Lions recently. Central
Niagara Catholic Family, a parish that is combining four churches into one,
contacted the Cyber Lions and asked the group to develop logos that the
committee could choose from. 

The students were given the names of the four parishes and were asked to
create a design that shows unity. The students came up with several prototypes
for the committee to review. Tyler Halifax, a senior, ultimately designed the
chosen logo, and Hanna Bakos, a junior, presented the color scheme (left).

A representative from the parish said, "the students should be commended for
the professionalism and creativity they displayed in the creation of the new
logo." 

In addition, students in Cyber Lions were recently asked to design a t-shirt for
LCSD staff. Working to support breast cancer in October, teachers asked
students to design a unique shirt for cancer awareness. The shirts were sold to
staff members with proceeds donated to Roswell Park. Hailey Shellman, a
sophomore, and Khaleel Abdul Raheem, a senior, designed the t-shirt. Hailey is
pictured below with LHS staff members.

When Zach Luick started high school at the
beginning of 2019, he was comfortable with
band and sports (golf, swimming, and track
& field) but something changed in him
during COVID. In his Junior year, when
finally back to in-school instruction, Zach
signed up for BOCES and Robotics. It was
there that he learned a new skill that can
carry him into a career right out of high
school.

Zach explains, “there used to be a stigma
about going to BOCES and it does feel like a
risk but from this experience, I may not even
need to go to college”. You see, between
BOCES and Robotics, Zach is learning the
trades and skills needed for a job in
electronics. Zach has already proven
himself. He placed second in the SkillsUSA
national electronics competition. The
annual competition represents SkillsUSA
members nationwide and promotes career
and technical education. During the
competition and leading up to it, Zach
worked to develop customer service skills,
theoretical knowledge, and practical
experience and he plans to go again this
year.

student profile: ZACH LUICK

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLSNew experiences at our 

Each year on January 31st, National Hot
Chocolate Day warms people up by celebrating
the timeless cold-weather beverage. And what
better day to celebrate than a freezing day?
George Southard students in Mrs. Cain's class
took a break from their studies to celebrate the
holiday!

Students at Charles Upson show their love for the school in preparation for Valentine's Day.

School Bus Driver Appreciation Day is celebrated the 22nd
of February each year. This holiday is all about appreciating
school bus drivers for taking care of our students. Every
day we appreciate school bus drivers but on this special
day, Anna Merritt students plan to show their bus drivers
extra love and appreciation!

Charles upson

Anna Merritt

ROY B KELLEY

GEORGE SOUTHARD
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WHAT IS AN INVENTION
THAT HAS MADE YOUR

LIFE EASIER?

learning about black history creatively

During Black History Month, Emmet Belknap had augmented
reality posters hung around the school. The cartoon
characters come to life and talk to you when viewed with the
Journey for Civil Rights app. Each poster has a different
person that played a major role in the journey for civil rights.
The students really enjoyed "hearing" those who made to
histroy about their roles. 

NEXT LEVEL DESIGN EXPERIENCE At Lockport High School

Did you know that after Humpty Dumpty fell from the wall
he developed a fear of heights? Mr. Millace, School Counselor
at Roy B Kelley, uses Humpty's story to help fourth graders
understand the normalcy of fear. 

After reading "After the Fall (How Humpty Dumpty Got Back
Up Again)" to the children, Mr. Millace discussed things that
scare the students themselves. The more they talked, the
more they realized that there are many things to be scared
of and that there are many ways to deal with your fear.

Then without warning, Mr. Millace became Mr. Fear. He
invited students to tell their fears to the class then stand up
and punch fear out! Now that's dedication to your job!

Performances will be held on
 March 9  at 7:00 PM

March 10 at 7:00 PM 
March 11 at 2:00 PM

in the AMJHS Auditorium.

Aaron mossell junior 
high School Musical:

once upon a mattress 

Lockport High School 
Musical: All Shook Up

Performances will be held on 
March 24 & 25 at 7:00 PM

 March 26 at 2:00 PM
in the Lockport High School 

Visual and Performing Arts Center

Congratulations! The Lockport Lions Club’s sponsored entry created by Lily
Wysochanski was chosen as a merit award winner in the 35th Annual Lions
International Peace Poster Contest.
 
Approximately 600,000 children from 60 countries participated in this year’s
Peace Poster Contest. The posters were judged at the club, district, and
multiple-district levels before reaching the international level, at which point
they had been narrowed down to 120 posters. Based on creativity, originality,
and portrayal of the theme ”Lead with Compassion” Lily's entry was chosen
as one of 23 merit award winners. 

Lily is a seventh grader at Aaron Mossell Junior High School. Wonderful work
with a great message, Lily!

Roy b. Kelley Musical: 101
Dalmatians Kids
Performances will be held on 
March 23, 10 AM & 7 PM and
March 24 at 7:00 PM 
at the Palace Theatre

hearing it from a photo

art students learn about freedom quilts

creative elements

Like Say Yes Buffalo, Lockport City Schools have
begun to partake in the “Breaking Barriers”
movement. The movement is one that elevates youth
voices to advocate for social justice, racial equity, and
policy change in our community. 

Through civic leadership training and direct lobbying
opportunities, Breaking Barriers participants learn the
importance of advocacy and will develop their
personal and collective leadership skills to be able to
influence positive change, strengthening and
improving life outcomes for boys and young men of
color. 

Currently Lockport High School West, Lockport High
School, and Anna Merritt Elementary School have
begun a "Breaking Barriers" program.  Aaron Mossell
Junior High School is currently in the process of
starting one.

Breaking barriers

at aaron mossell junior HS

at Emmett Belknap

at charles upson

in lockport city school district

The periodic table
highlights individuals
who have contributed
to Black History such as
Thurgood Marshall, the
first African American
Supreme Court Judge,
and Charles Hamilton
Houston, who
organized the legal
team who argued the
1954 Brown vs Board of
Education Case. 

In celebration of Black History Month, the Aaron Mossell
JHS Social Studies Hallway was decorated with Black
History projects. Mr. Corry, Social Studies teacher,
created a periodic table of black history. The inspiration
for the design is the Periodic Table of Elements and a
desire to encourage conversation about the
contributions of African-Americans in our nation.

National Inventors’ Day honors inventors of the past,
the creators of the present, and encourages the

architects of the future. On February 11th, National
Inventors’ Day celebrates the genius behind design.

This month we asked students in LHS Cyber Lions
Club (left column) & Robotics Club (right column):

LEAD WITH COMPASSION
Aaron mossell JHS student wins merit award

100 DAYS OF SCHOOL Around the district

REPORT CARDS ARE NOW
AVAILABLE FOR QUARTER II IN

YOUR PARENT PORTAL.
View your child's attendance, grades, progress reports, report
cards, and schedules through our eSchool Portal. Use the
Parent Portal Registration & Log In link to continue!

First-time users must register and have their child's STUDENT
ID# to create an account. Please ask your child for their
student number or contact their school for assistance.

Need assistance? Contact William Bisher at (716) 478-4485 or
wbisher@lockportschools.net.

Read more about Zach's story, 

boces and roBotics here!

Anna Merritt students (two left photos) and Emmet Belknap students (two right photos) had a little fun with the
100th day of school, dressing as 100-year-olds.

Mrs. Hall and Mrs. O’Brien/Mrs. Lambert’s First Grade Class at George Southard shared the 100th day of school.
Celebrating that they were “100 Days Brighter" the students had a neon/glow party with various glow-in-the-dark
centers. Also at George Southard, second-graders stack 100 cups, 100 cards, and write what they will do when they
are 100 years old and kindergarteners students dab while writing a 100 gumballs.

The Lockport High School Vocal Jazz Ensemble walked the
halls of the school on Valentine's Day for Valentine's sing-
o-grams.  The students offered serenades for $3 to help
raise money for their music program.

Watch the sign-o-grams here!

ATTENTION INCOMING 
KINDERGARTEN PARENTS!

Congratulations
to the cast,

crew, teachers,
and volunteers
of Willy Wonka
Jr. and  Emmet

Belknap
students.

Everyone did a
phenomenal job!  

It’s February and decorative hearts adorn our school buildings. February
and Valentine's Day, in particular, are often aligned with the concept of
love—a term with many meanings. One can love pizza and the Buffalo
Bills—and both seem to be true of our students this month and
throughout the year! (Substitute your favorite food or another team if
you must, though I can’t understand why you would want to change
either.) But love is so much more than favorite foods or personal
interests.

The bonds of loving friendships are often displayed in our students’
interactions with one another. Friends, classmates, teammates, and
other student groups share a bond—and a love—with one another
that cements their relationships as they learn, play, and grow together.

The love that our students and their families share is evident in our
parents’ participation with, sacrifices for, and support of their children.
And our students do the same—honoring and loving their parents
and other family members in their handmade valentines, their essays
about family heroes, and their interactions with their family members.

The selfless love of others leads to a sense of empathy for strangers and
humanity. It is, to me, a most powerful force—and the only one that can
bring humankind together—and ensure its well-being. This is a love we
see amongst our students, as they do much to support others they may
have no association with through their caring and good deeds.

All of this love merges in the development a child’s well-being and
sense of self. Each of us, peer, family, educator, or community member
provides elements that each of our children need to learn, to grow, to
become a good citizen, and to develop a positive personal sense of self.

As I near the end of my term here, I want to share that I have loved the
opportunity to participate in the lives of our young Lions. Yes, the
experience was a bit like the Bills with a great deal of excitement,
cheering for students' successes, aching when they didn’t quite make it,
and realizing that the best is yet to come as they continue to grow each
day. Our students will never be out of my heart, and they will always be
among those I consider my kids.

Soon Dr. Mathis Calvin will assume and enjoy the role of Superintendent
of Schools at Lockport. I know that he brings a wealth of experience and
talents. Our regular on-going transition interactions tell me that he is
excited and well-suited for the role. I know that you will support his
leadership as he and each of you continue together to care for our
children, to support them, and to love them.

message from interim superintendent

MICHAEL BONNEWELL
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